The awakening of the spiritual sense is a theme of absorbing interest
to Shaw.   Captain Brassbound has it:   Tanner has it;  Major
Barbara has it.   Blanco   Posnct  also   has it.   In presenting the
awakening of the  moral passion in   his   characters,   Shaw  was
presenting something which is as true to life as the sordidness of
a Mangan or a Mrs. Warren.   If testimony   to the   happening
were needed, an abundance of it can be found in  the lives not
only of the famous   " Mahatmas "   but also in the lives of quite
humble folk.   Among the  men   of note,  Gandhiji had it  as he
sat  shivering  in  the  cold  night-wind  at   Martzburg    Railway
Station.   The  illumination that came to Tagore is a less sudden
and more continuous  shading off from his   poetic  imagination
into   illumination.   The   theme   of The  Shewing-up of Blanco
Posnet is the dawn of the spiritual sense in   a   cowboy.    As in
the previous play, care is taken by Shaw to make   the conver-
sion of Blanco credible,   hi the stage direction we are told that
" Blanco is evidently a blackguard......He carries his  head  high,
and has a fairly resolute mouth, though the fire of incipient
delirium tremens is in his eye/11 Though his appearance is
quite disreputable, he quotes verses and shows a quoting know-
ledge of the Bible. In the family quarrel between the brothers^
an ironical contrast is set up between the Pharisaical Elder Daniels
and the Devil's Disciple, Blaaco Posnet. The Elder Daniels is a
respectable man and consequently robs his brother, Blanco, of
his rightful share of his patrimony. Previously Elder Daniels
borrowed from Blanco to drink and never repaid the amount.
Now he sells drink and lends money. Whereas Eleder Daniels
was in a state of drunken innocence, Blanco was spoiled by gam-
bling, evil company, reading of romances, and women; all, it
may be noted, faults of the senses, the errors of a heedless, warm
heart. On the other hand, Elder Danniels is guilty of deceit. When
Blanco is about to be hanged, the only concern of his brother is to
get back the horse, so that he may not have to pay for it after the
death of Blanco. Blanco, however, confesses that he himself had
put lead into horse thieves. Blanco tells his brother that he
took the horse as a distraint for what was owing to him.
1.   The Shewing-up of Blauco Posnet, 590, 2,e.
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